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But the arid sands and unweeded jungles of popular superstition will long resist their spread. Of all the puerile pretensions with which suffering humanity was ever afflicted, it is probable that vulgar Hinduism is the worst; vrith its multitudinous objects of worship, its meaningless minutiae of observance. That from time to time reform should have raised its hand among them is attributable no more to the weakness of the flesh than to the weariness of the spirit Its workings have usually taken the direction of simplicity ; caste and idol-worship have been denounced or discouraged, and salvation declared to depend upon Bhakti. This mysterious word is ordinarily translated *' faith ;" it seems, however, to imply a sort of general spirituality; not necessarily ascetic^ for feasting and the flesh have played their part in those systems. An interesting little work lately published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge shows something of the vexatious pettiness and universal meddling of Hinduism. In this exposition we are shown the whole circle of the sciences taken into the province of religion in India, <c If a full moon fall on Monday that is a coincidence that must by all means be turned to the best account." Williams' Hinduism, p. ISO.
The professor gives other illustrations; showing, for instance, how the lunar asterisms, or constellations of the months, are considered formidable, and to require propitiation. Zoology, botany, mineralogy and geography are each ia turn pronounced to be equally tainted by these barbaric notions. Some of the rules and practices are like those of no society but that of Laguta. And all, or nearly all, end in giving alms to Brahmans and other spiritual guides. It is no wonder that, from time to time, mankind should be stimulated by some gifted and original nature to struggle against such bonds, such burdens; and against the selfishness by which they are imposed.
It is therefore a peculiarity of Hinduism more calling for congratulation than surprise that (if not earlier,) at least from the days of Sakia Muni, or Buddha (about 500 B. 0.), to the moment that is now passing, it has never ceased to engender attempts at regeneration and reform from the depths of its own, consciousness.*
Buddha presents all the marks of a true reformer; disinterestedness, energy, and success. Forsaking the pomps of rank and the pleasures of affluence, he devoted himself to the service of mankind : and at this moment his followers far outnumber those of
*Mr. E.' Thomas has recently shown who attained Nirvana (died) B. C* reasons for believing that Buddha was 526-7 (&t!i&Hsumt November 2nd a disciple of the Jain Saint, MSMyira, 1878)*
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